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PAGE 01 MANAMA 00815 1 1 161 IZ 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 EA-09 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 
INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 
SS-15 USIA-15 AID-05 COME-OO EB-08 FRB-01 TRSE-00 
XMB-04 OPIC-06 LAB-04 SIL-01 OMB-01 /106 W 

111612Z 025059/44 

R 111253Z APR 77 

FM AMEMBASSY MANAMA BAHRAIN 
TO SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC 4489 
INFO AMEMBASSY ABU DAHABI UAE 
AMEMBASSY CANBERRA AUSTRALIA 
AMCONGEN DHAHRAN SAUDI ARABIA 
AMEMBASSY DOHA QATAR 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA SAUDI ARABIA 
AMEMBASSY WELLINGTON NEW ZEALAND 

UNCLAS MANAMA 815 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS : PFOR, EIND, BA, NZ 

SUBJECT : PRIME MINISTER MULDOON'S VISIT TO BAHRAIN 

REFS : A. MANAMA 642 B. WELLINGTON 1000 

1 . AS EXPECTED (REFTEL A) NEW ZEALAND PRIME MINISTER 
MULDOON AND BAHRAINI PRIME MINISTER SHAIKH KHALIFA 
BIN SALMAN AL-KHALIFA SIGNED A PROTOCOL APRIL 5 WHICH 
ESTABLISHED COMMERCIAL COMPANY TO BE 51 PCNT BAHRAINI AND 
49 PCNT NEW ZEALAND IN OWNERSHIP. AS DESCRIBED REFTEL, 

THE COMPANY WILL SET UP A PORT/REDISTRIBUTION CENTER 
FOR THE IMPORT AND REEXPORT OF NEW ZFT.AND PRODUCTS 
FOR THE GULF STATES, WITH A PARTICULAR EYE ON THE 
MARKET OF THE EASTERN PROVINCE OF SAUDI ARABIA. 

ACCORDING TO PRESS ACCOUNTS, THE PROJECT IS THOUGHT 
TO BE WORTH ABOUT BD 10 MILLION (US$ 25 MILLION). 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 MANAMA 00815 1 1 161 IZ 

2. GOB MINISTER OF DEVELOPMENT AND INDUSTRIES, 

YOUSUF SHIRAWI, HAS STATED THAT MORE DETAILS OF THE 
PROJECTS WILL BE FORTHCOMING IN ABOUT TWO MONTHS. 

HE PRIVATELY TOLD THE AMBASSADOR THAT THE MULDOON 
VISIT WAS SLIGHTLY PREMATURE. BE THAT AS IT MAY, 

WE UNDERSTAND THE PROGRAM IS A COMPLETELY SERIOUS 
ONE AND SHOULD BE OF COMMERCIAL BENEFIT BOTH TO 
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NEW ZEALAND AND BAHRAIN. 

CLUVERIUS 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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